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Even four days after the storm, flooding is still apparent in some areas. A pond off of Arbor Avenue in West Chicago shows water overflowing. 

April showers bring power outage) floods 
Extreme weather results in 
students having two half days 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

With the rainy spring 
weather came problems for 
the school causing half days 
and safety procedures to take 
place. 

In a 24 hour period almost 
7 inches of rain fell in DuPage 
County on April 18, accord
ing to Tom Skilling at WGN 
Weather. 

After the major rainfall, the 
school did not suffer any ma
jor damage but did have a few 
problems. 

"Vaguely, there were some 
ceiling tiles and some different 
leaks that were by entrance A, 
a few H and just random acts 
like that," dean David Pater 
said. "There wasn't any flood
ing in the basement that we 
would have to pump out." 

Classes were not affected by 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
With the power out in the math and science halls, students 
go to Bishop gym to attempt to learn while Com Ed fixes the 
electricity problem. 

the leaks but the school closed 
at 12: 10 p.m. 

"The school was released 
due to major flooding and 
road closures in the area and 
·because of the threat of fur
ther inclement weather head
ing our way," Pater said. 

On April 10, half of the 
school's power went out at 
8:25 a.m., sending students 
home at 11:45 a.m. 

"Supposedly a lightning 
bolt struck a generator and it 
wiped out power to half of 
our building and then the west 
end of West Chicago, and 
the police department in that 
end," Pater said. "It kind of 
knocked half of our (building) 
and half our building is on 
emergency power." 

Power went out in the math 
and science halls, which was 
bad because there are no win
dows, so there is no way for 
light or ventilation to get into 
the rooms, according to Assis
tant Principal Peter Martino. 

"We had to transfer classes 
from the math wing into the 
small gym and the science 
wing into the main Bishop 
gym," Pater said. 

In case of emergencies like 
power outages or leaks in the 

school, there are safety proce- what we're going to do for this 
dures in place. because you don't know the 

"This is the procedure we circumstances," Martino said. 
would follow for power out- Although there are set pro
age in that half of the build- cedures for any given event, 
ing," Martino said. "If it was · procedures can change. 
a different half of the building "You could ha~ a set pro
or a different floor, procedural cedure in place and make ad
it would have been different." justments based on where the 

In order to make the deci- fire is, how many students are 
sion, the school was waiting affected, evacuate the whole 
for CornEd to notify them building immediately," Mar
when the power would be tino said. 
turned back on. Even with the Newtown 

"Initially they told us it was shooting, Boston bombing, 
an hour. Then it went to two etcetera, the school has not 
hours. Then it went back to an taken drastic action on securi
hour," Martino said. "Then ty due to the possible response 
it went to a window of time, from students. 
and by the time it went to a "The more attention you 
window of time it made it so give to it (the more) students 
that we didn't have half of the will recognize more security 
building to work with." around and that makes them 

Everyone in school was no- nervous," Pater said. 
tified of the early release. In case of an event like a 

"Teachers are notified shooting, the school has safety 
like everybody else is noti- procedures. 
fied, through e-blast, and an- "We do work really close 
nouncements," Martino said. with the West Chicago Police 
"We notified everybody with- Department," Martino said. 
in 20 minutes of making a fi- "We do something with them 
nal determination. Everybody yearly or biannual to talk with 
was essentially notified at the them just to refresh our crisis 
same time, students, teachers, plan." 
the community." On top of have security 

According to Martino, ev- guards, the school has two po
ery emergency has a different lice officers in the school. 
set of procedures based on "The nice thing about us is 
what's best to do for the spe- that we have two armed pa
cific situation. lice officers here which is not 

."There's no way that any- normal in every other high 
body will know this is exactly school," Martino said. 
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While at the state competition, juniors Erin Powell, left, and 
Gracie O'Malley receive an award and quality for nationals. 
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Taking top spots, moving ahead 
Students qualify for nationals 

after competing at state level 
By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

Members of Future Busi
ness Leaders of America 
(FBLA) are prepar4Ig for 
nationals after they qualified 
at the state competition April 
12. 

Seniors Matt Wenz and Jus
tin Hajec and juniors Grant 
Hosticka, Gracie 0 'Malley, 
and Erin Powell have been 
invited to the FBLA national 
conference in Anaheim, Ca
lif. on June 27-30. 

"I went in to the competi
tion hoping to place first or 
second, so I would qualify for 
nationals again and I quali-

fied and I will be competing," 
Wenz said. 

Although they didn't make 
it to nationals, juniors Natalie 
Warkins, Nicole Reitz, and 
Shelly Molskow competed as 
a team in entrepreneurship 
and placed fourth. 

"After getting into the top 
five, we were really hoping to 
go to nationals, so we were 
definitely disappointed about 
that," Warkins said. 

Although Warkins' group 
didn't place high enough to 
go to nationals, many other 
members and groups placed 
high enough. 

Even though many stu
dents didn't place as high as 

they might have liked to, the 
results were better than advis
er Maria Wirth had expected. 

"(The students) did as well 
as I thought and even better. 
You never know, there were 
1,400 students all over the 
state of Illinois competing," 
adviser Maria Wirth said. 
"They were up against some 
tough competition, so to have 
25 of them place in the top 10 
is just amazing." 

In the future, students and 
advisers 9f FBLA would like 
to see more of the students 
studying before their compe
titions. 

"I think we (could have) 
prepared more. We definitely 
weren't as knowledgeable on 
the subject as we would have 
liked to be and needed more 
practice in things like the case 
study," Warkins said. 

Motor causes interruptions Glenbard North's freshman 
volleyball teams went onto 
the Glenbard North bus and 
made a Harlem Shake video. 

Additional 
By Gus·MacPherson 
Reporter 

And Sarah Szremski 
Reporter 

Many after school activi
ties were interrupted on April 
2 when the fire alarm was 
pulled by Sharks swim team 
coach Mary Beth Zarndt due 
to smoke accumulating in the 
boys' swim locker rooms. 

According to Zarndt, a 
parent from the Sharks swim 
team notified her there was 
smoke in the boys' poollock
erroom. 

Zarndt discovered a small 
amount of white smoke com
ing out of an air vent in the 

ceiling. 
"Within a few minutes 

the amount of smoke had 
increased greatly. I did think 
there was something wrong, 
but due to the fact the smoke 
was white and it had an elec
trical smell I didn't think it 
was an open flame," Zarndt 
said. 

Zarndt pulled the fire alarm 
around 5:30p.m. and the fire 
department came. 

A pump for the heating 
motor seized up and started 
smoking in the boys locker 
room, according to Director 
of Business Services Gordon 
Cole. 

"It's probably a 15 year old 

fi untry Thing on the 
W cry to the' musical 
By Ericka Hauptman 
Reporter 

WeGo Drama is looking to 
offer nonstop laughing with 
its performance of "A Funny 
Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum" on May 9, 10, 
11. 

With all the musicals 
WeGo Drama has done, di
rector Mark Begovich picked 
a funny but challenging mu
sical for his crew, wanting to 
push his students to higher 
levels, according to Begovich. 

"This play is funny, hilari
ous, side splitting funny," Be
govich said. "There's a joke 
every 30 seconds, it's that 
funny." 

Senior Luke Jaconis has 
the lead role of Pseudolus, 
who is the slave searching for 
his freedom. Jaconis is mak
ing his first appearance in a 

musical. 
"It's been pretty cool. I 

wasn't expecting to get (the 
lead role) at all, but I got 
it and it's been really awe
some," Jaconis said. "It has 
been a lot of hard work, but 
I've been working hard. Ev
eryone's working hard, and 
I'm excited for everyone to 
see it." 

With nothing but laughter 
in rehearsal, the cast is excit
ed about the musical. 

"With time winding down, 
the cast is pushing them
selves, and were excited to 
show the audience how hard 
they've been working on the 
show," Begovich said. "Re
hearsals have been going re
ally well. The cast ends up 
laughing quite a bit." 

According to Begovich, the 
audience can expect to laugh 
during the musical. 

motor. For some reason it 
seized up, started grinding or 
something, and created a lot 
of white smoke," Cole said. 

By 6:15 p.m. the smoke 
was gone, according to Cole. 

Other than a malfunction
ing motor, there was no dam
age. 

All after school activities 
were interrupted and had to 
vacate the building. 

"We were interrupted dur
ing our game (against Glen
bard North) and had to go 
across the street," freshman 
volleyball player Kyle Paup 
said. 

In an attempt to stay 
warm, both the school's and 

"Because we were cold 
standing outside, the Glen
bard North freshman coach 
offered for us to go on their 
bus, and one of the kids had 
a Harlem Shake app on their 
phone," Paup said. 

After everyone was al
lowed back inside, the game · 
resumed. 

Girls soccer was also play
ing a game during the time of 
the alarm, however they were 
not interrupted. 

"We just continued be
cause our coach didn't think 
we should stop. We were al
ready outside," sophomore 
Anna Clark said. 

Photo by Sarah Szremski 
While rehearsing for the musical "A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum," senior Aaron Morden, left, asks 
senior Luke Jaconis what his final word is before he ''kills" 
him. 

"I can guarantee you 
the most jaded person will 
laugh," Begovich said. 

Tickets for students are 
$5 and for adult's tickets are 

$8 and can be purchased on 
www.wegotheatre.com or 
purchase them during all 
lunch periods starting Mon
day. 

. 
ass1stant 
principal 
for school 
By Akeem Asani 
Reporter 

A new ~sistant pnnCI
pal will join the school after 
the Board of Education ap
proved the position earlier 
this month. 

According to board presi
dent Katherine Doremus, 
the new assistant principal 
will focus only on curriculum 
while current Assistant Prin
cipal Pete Martino focuses 
on the deans and the safety 
of the school. 

Tax dollars, and state and 
federal funds will be used to 
pay for the position. 

The board based the deci
sion of a new assistant prin~ 
cipal on the recommendation 
of the administration . . 

"(With) the changing re
quirements for education and 
the onset of Common Core 
Standards, it will become 
more critical to have some
one focused solely on cur
riculum," Doremus said. 

The board hopes to an
nounce a new assistant prin
cipal by early May who will 
start working on June 1. 

Interviews are currently in 
progress. 

"All qualified candidates 
will be interviewed and a 
team of staff and adminis
tration will narrow down the 
best candidate who will then 
be selected and presented 
to the board for approval," 
Doremus said. 
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Experiences for everyone English better, meeting new Studentshopetobefriends 
people, discovering how with the people they meet for 

8 G
. the young people in Amer- life 

y JUliana L~Mantia French exchange students ev- The French exchan tu- · 
Center Spread Ed1tor ery day activities d t 

1 
k d c · dge s ica live, and making new "The exchange program 

From exploring Chicago 
to making new friends in a 
different country, French stu~ 
dents showed their exchange 
students life in the United 
States. 

"They (went) on a lot of 
field trips to Chicago and the 
museums and places down 
there and then they also 
(went) to class with us a few 
times," senior Jessie Hansen 
said. "Outside of school 
(they've been) hanging ou~ 
with their host families and 
doing various activities." 

The French exchange stu
dents arrived April 12 from 
Lyceemounier High School 
in Grenoble, France and will 
leave Friday. 

Students who went on the 
France trip last year were 
excited to catch up with the 
friends they niade. 

"I haven't seen (my french 
exchange student) in a year 
and we're really close now so 
it's great to see her again and 
show her my life now that 
I've seen hers," Hansen said. 

Besides hitting the city, 
hosts enjoyed showing their 

· ens oo e torwar to ev- friends," sophomore Arnaud has benefited me because it 
"~y frien~ who is also erything they learned on the Picq, senior Dav1's Ste1'nbre- h h t ( ) s h T · · as started friendships that I 

os mg, semor ara n- trip. cher's French exchange stu- th'nk 
ner, and I thought it would be "(I liked) learning to speak dent, said. I will be life-long," Tri-

fun to take our Frenchies to r-:::=:::----:::=:---~:;;;;b;::-------,..,.n•ellrlllllsllaii. dl .• 
Medieval Times and let them 
experience how that is as well 
as just going to the outlet 
malls and shopping around," 
senior Jessica Senko said. 

Students also took their 
French students to the mov
ies, bowling, and out for fro
zen yogurt. 

"I (took my French ex
change student, Clara Fon
tana) ice skating because she 
took me (in France), and it 
was my first time," senior 
Gaby Hermindez said. "Also, 
I (took) her to the Taillight 
Years and Summer Runner 
show Saturday." 

English teacher from Ly
ceemounier, Jacques Cou
lavin, says the experience 
allows the students to learn 
more about speaking a for
eign language. 

"The students' favorite part 
is living in dreamland," Cou
lavin joked. "We have a lot 
of American movies and TV 
shows, so this is their Ameri-
can experience." 

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 

Wd hile at school, French exchange student Clara Fontana, talks with her host, G ~ u. .~~ .. -

Theater cast) crew sa~~cording to Hetmindez, 
her All-State award was 

r o. .,. • 

Contract settled 
b 

• h h pleasantly unexpected. 

1/'1n~s ome onor.·~ "My character was not f b J -necessarily the biggest part or 

By Guadalupe Blanco 
Lifestyles Editor 

After taking fourth place at 
the IHSA state competition, 
WeGo Drama cast and crew 
also got additional honors. 

Senior Gaby Hernan
dez and sophomore Zandra 
Starks received All-State 
Honors for their performanc
es in "Frankenstein," while 
senior Dan Stompor and ju
nior Josue Mufioz received 
double All-State Honors for 
their performances in both 
"Frankenstein," and "Pedro 
& Me" on March 29 and 30. 

"The competition was in
tense. Every year schools 
come and bring everything 
they have," Hernandez said. 

According to drama ad
viser Mark Begovich, it was a 
victory in itself that the per
formances and cast received 
so much recognition. 

"It went very well, (and) 
they performed incredibly. 
The group interpretation did 
not make the finals, but the 
drama was ranked fourth in 
the entire state," Begovich 
said. 

According to Begovich, it 
all came down to votes and 
judges. 

"A judge can vote for out-

standing performance. If you 
get four votes, you're consid
ered All-State cast honors, 
and you get a medal," Be
govich said. "I was incredibly 
pleased because getting those 

. votes is incredibly difficult." 
Despite putting in so much 

work into their performanc
es, receiving the honors came 
as a surprise. 

"A lot of us didn't expect to 
place. We only had four plat
forms, a table, and a chair, so 
we never expected it," Starks 

lead role in the show. It was 
just really exciting that we 
put all our work out there and 
the judges saw that," Hernan
dez said. 

While the cast and crew 
might not have taken first 
place, simply seeing the other 
competitors and competing 
was rewarding ' 

"You need to have con
fidence in your art. We are 
doing something amazing 
and we're progressing every 
single performance," Starks 
said. 

Photo by Sarah Szremski 

During "Pedro & Me," sophomore Ben Skipor as Pedro ad
dresses the good and bad of living with AIDS. 

for support staff 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

After 13 months of negoti
ating, the Board of Education 
and the West Chicago Com
munity High School Support 
Staff Association hammered 
out a contract that was unani
mously accepted on April2. 

"On March 23 we talked 
about the contract and asked 
'can you make this conces
sion' until we reached an 
agreement," support staff 
spokesperson Monica Pis
czceksaid. 

Agreeing on salary caps, 
insurance, and retirement bo
nuses were not easy to agree 
on. 

"We had a six or seven 
hour long session and ham
mered out details we had not 
agreed on yet," board spokes
person Tony Molinaro said. 

A lot of the changes were 
in favor of what the support 
staff wanted. 

"We agreed to a salary cap, 
the retirement bonus was in
creased, and they were gener
ous about insurance chang-
es," Pisczcek said. · 

A salary cap puts a limit on 
the maximum pay a support 
staff member can make. 

Since the support staff 
agreed to keep a cap, the 
cap was made higher by 2.5 
percent for this year, 2. 75 
percent for 2013-2014, and 2 
percent during the 2014-2015_ 
school year. 

The lowest minimum 
wage on the contracts is 
$11.01, while the maximum 
is $37.18. The highest maxi
mum wage for a new hire is 
$21.40. 

"(Everyone in the associa
tion) is satisfied that we have 
a contract now, but we had to 
give up our four percent step 
schedule. We did not what to, 
but it was needed to reach an 
agreement," Pisczcek said. 

Prior to the impasse, the 
board had discussed firing all 
of the custodial staff at the 
school and hiring a company 
to do their work. The board's 
purpose of mentioning the 
idea was to lower salary costs. 

"I just feel ·a weight lifted 
off my shoulders. I had felt a 
burden for the custodial staff 
attempting to be outsourced 
and not having a contract," 
Pisczcek said. 

The contract will be in 
place from the 2012-2013 
school year until the 2014-
2015 school year. 
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Night of festivities, April love for classes 
· therr tlme," Podbtelska satd. 

By Alexandra Garibay 
Reporter 

Family and Consumer Sci
ence classes came together 
on April 4 to showcase their 
work during the semester at 
the Family and Consumer 
Science (F ACS) Night. 

"Family and Consumer 
Science Night is to showcase 
our entire curriculum offered 
in the FACS Department," 
F ACS teacher Brittney Bauer 
said. "Child development 
preschoolers sing, fashion 
technology students model 
their sewn projects, foods 1, 
2 and 3 have cookies, cakes, 
and cupcakes on display and 
raffled and contemporary life 
students hold the mock wed
ding since they are learning 
about relationships and their 
future." 

When students bought a 
ticket for the mock wedding 
during lunch they received 
a wedding invitation for tlie 
night. 

A skit was performed by 
the wedding party on how 
the bride and groom, juniors 
Olivia Vanderlei and Alex 
Starkey met. 

"Olivia asked me if I want-

Photo by Alexandra Garibay 
During the Family and Consumer Science mock wedding, junior groom Alex Starkey and 
junior bride Olivia Vanderlei cut the wedding cake. 

ed to be the groom and since roles to fill, FACS teacher Marta Podbielska said. 
I've known her since forever, Patty Clifford had students Although there were sev-
1 said yes," Starkey said. write down what wedding eral classes involved in the 
"My favorite part was when role they wanted and she 
my friends yelled 'I object.' It chose based on what their top 
was pretty funny." choices were. 

Contemporary life classes "I like talking in front of 
prepared by separating into people so I put wedding co
different committees for dif- ordinator as one of my first 
ferent parts like wedding co- choices, and I just happened 
ordinator, bridesmaids, and to get the role of being the 
DJs, to plan the wedding. wedding planner," junior 

Since there were different contemporary life student 

night there were still some 
challenges to face. 

"The hardest part of get
ting this night ready was 
probably getting everything 
set up and making sure peo
ple knew what they were do
ing. We wanted FACS night 
to run as smoothly as possi
ble and have everyone enjoy 

Both child development 
and contemporary life classes 
have been preparing for the 
event for one month. 

Child development classes 
prepared by voting on the 
theme. 

"I was one of the students 
who said we should do a Hol
lywood theme. Then we all 
thought of different ideas and 
put them together," senior 
Priscilla Rivas said. 

Preschoolers presented 
"Glamorous," a singing tal
ent show, for the audience. 

Afterwards, the preschool
ers received awards from 
child development students. 

Fashion technology classes 
have been preparing all se
mester by learning different 
techniques. 

"We've been making our 
outfits since the beginning of 
the semester and it was really 
exciting to sho!V off our hard 
work," junior fashion student 
Kim Kraus said. 

Students and teachers in
volved worked hard for this 
night. 

"After all the hard work ev
eryone put towards the wed
ding it was successful in the 
end," Podbielska said. 

Teaya Brown-Stacker said. 
"It was funny because even 
though we were on vacation, 
(there were) lots of people 
still doing work. There was 
lots of singing and people · 
losing their stuff." 

Getting lost in the 
city of Atlantis 

Photo courtesy of Mark Begovich 
In addition to attending several workshops, members of 
Drama Club were able to go sightseeing while in New,York. 

Trip to Big Apple 
for theater students 
By Guadalupe Blanco 
Lifestyles Editor 

Finding time between 
performances, members of 
Drama Club traveled to New 
York City, and got a taste of 
real-life performing in the big 
city. 

With a limited amount of 
time from March 29 to April 
1, there was a lot of work and 
experiences to get through. 

"We never really stopped 

moving. We were at the top 
of the Empire State Building 
at 1 in the morning, and on 
average, wouldn't get back to 
our hotel until around mid
night," Morden said. "It was 
really exciting, granted that 
my feet hurt at the end." 

For many of the students, it 
was a memorable trip. 

"New York was amazing. 
It was so much fun, seeing 
the city lights, and seeing 
Times Square," sophomore 

During their time in New 
York, the students were able 
to explore and expand their 
acting abilities through all the 
activities they had planned. 

"We did more in 3 and 1/2 
days than most people do in 
a week. We saw five shows, 
several different sites, did 
five tours, and did a work
shop with the Roundabout 
Theater," drama club advis
er Mark Begovich said. "It 
was very hands-on, moving, 
and wearing yourself out. It 
was exhausting, but it was a 
blast." 

Among the students, new 
friendships formed. 

"I had the chance to meet 
the 'drama kids.' I'm not re
ally involved, but meeting 
so many people, I made lots 
of friends and got closer to 
them," Brown-Stacker said. 

According to Begovich, all 
the different aspects of the 
trip brought it all together to 
make it special. 

"The experience of it was 
so eye-opening," Begovich 
said. (New York City) is the 
theater capitol of the world, 
and it's just an amazing city. 
They did a lot of work to get 
there. They did fundraisers, 
and those kinds of things. I 
saw it as a good experience." 

By Alexandra Garibay 
Reporter 

As the year comes to an 
end, upperclassmen will be 
getting lost in '-'Atlantis" for 
this year's prom. 

"Student Council brain
stormed ideas and looked on
line to have an idea of what 
prom could look like," senior 
Student Council member 
Elizabeth Youngwith said. 

Prom will have the theme 
incorporated in many ways. 

"The room will have a bal
loon drop. The prom favors 
will also add to the theme 
(blue and white sunglasses)," 
Youngwith said. 

Prom will be at The Diplo
mat West in Elmhurst. 

Students are excited about 
attending this eventful night. 

"I am most excited about 
the dress, the dinner, and just 
the overall experience," ju
nior Gina Hernandez said. 

After prom will be held on 
the Spirit of Chicago at Navy 
Pier, with ticke~ available for 
$40. 

Students attending prom 
have 15 minutes before the 
buses leave to Navy Pier to 
change into casual clothing. 

Buses will leave at 11 p.m. 
for Navy Pier. 

Students are not allowed to 
drive to Navy Pier. They must 
go on the buses provided by 
the school. 

"(This) ensures that ev
eryone is there on time and 
arrives safely," said director 
of student activities Marc 
Wolfe. 

All buses will return to the 
school at approximately 3:30 
a.m. 

Price for tickets have de
creased due to the fundrais
ing the Booster Club's after 
prom committee, All Night 
Long, has done. 

Fundraising included eat 
out fundraisers where a por
tion of the nights' restaurant 
sales went towards the All 
Night Long Committee. 

"The biggest fundraiser 
was the Bunco night. It in
cluded a silent auction, three 
rounds of Bunco playing, 
and refreshments for all who 
attended. It was a fun and 
successful night," WeGo 
Boosters member Matthew 
Hey said. 

Boosters and Student 
Council put in a lot of work 
to make sure prom is enjoy
able for everyone. 

"I think prom will be a 
great experience for everyone 
attending," Youngwith said. 
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Life 
changing 
trip for 

• muszczans 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Traveling to Germany was 
not just an opportunity to 
perform with another music 
group but a life changing trip 
for jazz band members. 

"The trip was awesome. 
The students from West Chi
cago formed great bonds with 
the students from Germany. 
Our hosts were amazing. The 
food was amazing," adviser 
Steve Govertsen said. 

Since the band performed 
the day after they arrived in 
Germany on March 22, the 
students still had jet lag and 
did not sleep well affecting 
their performance, according 
to Govertsen. 

"The performances went 
.just fine. I'd be lying if I 
said they were the best per
formances we've ever given. 
Everybody was exhausted 
during the performance," 
Govertsen said. 

During the trip, the jazz 
band members became clos
er. 

"We all bonded like Gorilla 
Glue. We all spent loads of 
time together and it is an ex
perience that I think it is fair 

News 

• . . Photo courtesy of Sam Roskamp 
Wh1l~ m Germany, JUnior Sam Roskamp, right, and his host 
father bond and enjoy their time over dinner during one of 
the students' nights out. 

to say changed our lives and great friends if not close 
no one else is a part of that friends during our one week 
except for ourselves," senior visit," Roskamp said. "After 
John Draughon said. the Harlem Shake, it only 

While in Germany, the stu- strengthened the friendship 
dents stayed with host fami- we had between each other 
lies taking in a new lifestyle and it's a mere 30 seconds 
and culture. of our trip that we can watch 
· "It was actually very com- andre-watch and reme~ber 
fortable. My host (Sandra one of our most memorable 
Jahrmarcht) and I had start- days in our lives." 
ed a relationship already on Saying goodbye was not 
Facebook and when I got to easy for the students and 
Germany her smile just made their hosts . 
me relax," junior Antonia "The last day was rough. 
Lobocki said. Not only did we have to be 

Along with going to Ger- at the bus terminal at 6: 15 
many, the jazz band went to in the morning, but you had 
Austria with their host fami- the feeling of not wanting to 
lies where they made a Har- leave," Lobocki said. "San
tern Shake video. dra and her family had gotten 

Junior Sam Roskamp came me a charm for my Pandora 
up with the idea to create bracelet which was sentimen
their own German-American tal to me. When we got to 
Harlem Shake video while on the terminal, my host mom 
the trip. started to cry which made 

"I assumed we'd become me cry." 
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Pie for charity 
By Ericka Hauptman 
Reporter 

Pie flying into teachers' 
faces helped raise about $150 
for the WeGo 2 Africa at the 
April 5 pep assembly. 

"Students were able to buy 
raffie tickets for a dollar to 
be able to smoosh a whipped 
cream pie in a teachers face 
at the pep assembly," social 
studies teacher Margaret 
Haas said. 

German teacher Nora Wes· 
sels, biology teacher Brianne 

Ferreiro, and English teacher 
Brian Turnbaugh were the 
chosen ones to be pied. 

"When I found out I was 
going to be pied I was sur
prised," Wessels said. "I 
asked my students if they re
ally hated me that much." 

Donations will be going to 
kids in Africa to help ones 
that have very little schooling 
and education. 

"I didn't mind getting pied, 
but it was nice that all the pro
ceeds went to a good cause," 
Wessels said. · 

Photo by Uz Ramos 
As a result of the fund raiser for WeGo 2 Africa, junior Marc 
Cuiriz pies German teacher Nora Wessels. 

New perspective on Spanish culture 
they watch games, which is· 
loud and crazy, and eat good 
tapas," Ellis said. "It was just 
a nice quaint time." 

changing. It (was) so much 
fun," junior Vinny Romano 
said. "My favorite part (was) 
walking around town meet
ing new people and seeing 
their country." 

By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Spain exchange students 
returned with a new perspec
tive of the Spanish culture 
and language. 

Some students did not re
alize how much they would 
benefit from the trip. 

"I didn't expect it to be so 
beautiful and beneficial. My 
Spanish has improved so 
much. I never expected to 
have such a great time," se
nior Quinn Ellis said. 

Although the trip was 
beneficial, it was not al
ways easy to adjust to 
the language and culture. 
"It was extremely hard at 
first to communicate with my 
family and others but after a 
few days it got a lot easier. 
I am able to form complete 
sentences a lot faster," Ellis 
said. 

Even though some students 
did not bond with their host 
student as much, they still 
made connections while on 
the trip. 

"My brother, Alvaro, bare
ly talked to me and was very 
shy. I liked him though, he 
was sweet," Ellis said. "I ab
solutely loved my (host) mom 
and dad so much, they treat
ed me as their own." 

Going to a soccer game al-

lowed the students to experi
ence what the Spaniards do 
for entertainment. 

"One night there was a 
soccer game and Alvaro 
(my brother) and I went to 
a bar with other (hosts) and 
their kids. We got to see how 

Being in a different country 
and having new experiences 
was a highlight of the trip. 

"The trip has been life 

Photo courtesy of Katie Yackey 

As they visit Spain for the Spanish exchange trip, junior Catherine Serio, left, and senior 
Lindsay Currigan visit El Palacio Royal. 

Students enjoyed the scen
ery in Spain. 

"I loved Toledo, the view 
was beautiful and I never 
wanted to leave," senior 
Lindsay Currigan said. 

Some of the minor changes 
had the most impact on the 
students. 

At frrst being in a foreign 
country with an unfamiliar 
family was difficult for some 
students. 

"It was hard to get used 
to living with a stranger es
pecially when there's a slight 
language barrier with the 
family but it (got) easier and I 
(had) fun," Currigan said. 

Yet, for other students it 
was an easy transition to the 
new lifestyle and host family. 

"My host and I have been 
talking for a while, so we've 
gotten along great. We're re
ally close friends now, we're 
brothers," Romano said. "His 
family is amazing, they're 
sweet and kind." 
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Photo by Yesenia Gonzalez 

After working hard through high school and being involved 
in numerous extracurricular activities, senior Sam Rylowicz 
earns the title of March Student of the Month. 

Dedication to activities 
results in senior title 
By Yesenia Gonzalez 
Reporter 

Student of the Month is based 
on a solid academic history, 
commitment in extracurricu
lar adivities, and community 
involvement. Students must be 
nominated by at least one staff 
member, and the final selection 
is made by the student adivities 
diredor and committee made up 

of additional staff members. 
Being captain of the foot

ball and tennis teams as well 
as being an honor student, 
senior . Sam Rylowicz has 
earned his title as March Stu
dent of the Month. 

"It was a big honor to hear 
about (being Student of the 
Month)," Rylowicz said. 

In the past, Rylowicz has 
been recognized as a Voice of 

Hard work, 'Skills' take 

students to nationals 

By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

At the state competition 
on April 10-12 members of 
Skills USA showed their tal
ent, and two students brought 
home new titles and awards. 

"Mariela Montenegro 
placed second in commer
cial sewing," adviser Brittney 
Bauer said. 

Montenegro, a senior, has 
competed for four years. 

"I was in shock. I saw 
(Bauer) in front screaming 
arid she had a big smile on 
her face," Montenegro said. 
"I was confident that I wasn't 
going to win because I saw all 
the pretty fabrics all the other 
girls had, and mine was just a 
black and grey hoodie." 

Along with Montenegro, 
senior Keyuri Parmar com
peted and earned a spot as a 
post-secondary state officer. 

"I was excited (to get the 
spot) because I have been a 
secondary state officer for 
two years and now it will be a 

different experience," Parmar 
said. "I'm looking forward to 
being on the new team (of of
ficers)." 

The next competition is the 
national conference in Kan
sas City, Mo. on June. 

"I will be attending as a 
voting delegate and attending 
state officer leadership train
ing and observing contests," 
Parmar said. 

For some members, this 
year was their first time going 
to the state competition. 

"It was a really good expe
rience and I'm happy I was 
able to be part ofi-f for my 
last year (of high school)," se
nior Giuliana LaMantia said. 
"I regret not joining sooner 
though." 

Although many students 
did well, members and Bauer 
would like to see more people 
joining Skills USA and com
peting. 

"The hope for the club next 
year is to get more students 
involved. All of this year's 
members were seniors," Bau
er said. 

News 
April25, 2013 

Democracy district qualifier, 
DVC Academic All-Confer
ence in football and tennis, a 
National Merit Commended 
student, a Wildcat Scholar 
Athlete and an illinois State 
Scholar. 

"I have felt very honored to 
receive each of those awards, 
but awards are not my pri
mary motivation," Rylowicz 
said. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

Other than his past recog
nitions and activities, Rylo
wicz is currently involved in 
a club and National Honor 
Society (NHS). 

"(I'm in) Philosophy Club 
(and I've done) some volun
teer work through National 
Honor Society," Rylowicz 
said. 

Photo by Yesenia Gonzalez 
While at the blood drive, senior Brenda Espinoza gives 
blood. 

'A positive' experience 
Having reached many 

achievements, Rylowicz feels 
his brother is his inspiration. 

"(My inspiration is) prob
ably my brother," Rylowicz 
said. "I've always looked up 
to him, I wanted to follow in 
his footsteps." 

Rylowicz will attend Carn
egie Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh, Penn. to major in 
physics. 

After being in football for 
four years, Rylowicz will 
continue his football career 
in college. 

"I have been playing foot
ball since I was 6 years old, 
and I have always really en
joyed it. I knew as I was start
ing to look at colleges that I 
wanted to be able to continue 
that experience in college," 
Rylowicz said. 

By Yesenia Gonzalez 
Reporter 

Donating blood may seem 
painful but in the end it's re
warding. 

InterAct Club collected 
131 pints of blood at the · 
blood drive on Friday. 

The blood drive was held 
to raise awareness of the 
need for blood in blood banks 
around Chicago. 

"Blood banks in the Chica
goland area often experience 
shortages resulting in life or 
death situations," InterAct 
Club sponsor Gavin Engel, 
said. "Every donation can 
save up to three lives." 

In October, InterAct Club 
collected 153 pints but fell 
short of meeting this goal in 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
While at the Northern Illinois Press Association's spring 
conference on April12, sophomore Guadalupe Blanco re
ceives a blue ribbon award for her editorial writing. 

Paper writes Wt!J to success 
By Yesenia Gonzalez 
Reporter 

The Wildcat Chronicle re
porters received five blue rib
bons at the Northern Illinois 
School Press Association's 
spring conference on April 
12. 

Even though they have a 
small staff, senior co-editor 
in chief Keyuri Parmar was 
amazed with their awards. 

"I was reall~ impressed 

with all the awards we came 
back with because it showed 
that a small staff can be pow
erful," Parmar said. 

Parmar was unable to at
tend the conference, but won 
two honorable mentions for 
photography ana for individ
ual in-depth writing. 

Senior center spread edi
tor Giuliana LaMantia also 
could not attend the confer
ence but was happy to hear 
she won two blue ribbons, 

spring. 
"We came up a little short 

of our goal. Historically, the 
spring blood drive has had 
less donations than the fall ," 
Engel said. 

Blood donors each have 
their own reasons for donat
ing. 

For some participants, do
nating meant saving lives. 

"I want to get the feeling 
that I did something good for 
the community," sophomore 
Ulises Flores said. 

Other donors can relate to 
people who need blood. 

"(I donated) because when 
I was younger there was a 
point where I needed blood," 
sophomore Patty Wilcox 
said. "I want to return the fa
vor that was given to me." 

one for feature writing and 
another for review writing. 

"I'm really proud of our 
staff for all of our hard work 
and I'm happy it's being rec
ognized," LaMantia said. 

While attending the con
ference, winning wasn't the 
focus of sophomore lifestyles 
editor Guadalupe Blanco 
who won a blue ribbon for 
editorial writing. 

"I was more focused on 
learning as much as pos
sible," Blanco said. "I knew 
that we had entered pieces 
and there was a chance that I 
might win, but that was in the 
far back of my mind." 

For sophomore perspec
tives editor Darcy Akins it 
was also a surprise she won 
an honorable mention for 
column writing. ..... 

"I didn't expect to win so it 
was a shock, but very excit
ing," Akins said. 

Akins also won a blue rib
bon with senior co-editor in 
chief Liz Ramos. 

"Getting an award my se
nior year is an honor and I'm 
leaving high school on a high 
note," Ramos said. 

The Chronicle hoped to 
win a Golden Eagle, the 
highest honor, but is happy 
with their silver award. 
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School should step up security 
Lately, with all the violence that real bullets, it just goes to show how 

has been going on, it can really make easy it would be for someone to walk 
a student wonder if school is safe and up behind a school and start shoot-
the answer to that question is "no." 

With the recent bombing at the 
Boston Marathon, many people have 
been on edge wondering when the 
next big attack will happen, and how 
they can make security better. 

What people aren't seeing is that 
violence is happening every day in, 
close to, or around schools and stu
dents in general are not safe. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, 
on Aprill8, a 15-year-old boy was 
seen walking behind Hilda Walker 
Intermediate School in Tinley Park, 
with a BB gun. 

Police quickly responded and took 
the boy into custody, as the school 
was in lockdown. 

Whether or not the gun was a 'real' 
gun, there is potential danger in any 
weapon. Even though it didn't have 

ing. 
With the ability of anything being 

able to be turned into a weapon and 
used to harm someone else, the ques
tion that lingers is whether or not the 
violence can be stopped. 

If someone is determined to com
mit a violent act, they are going to 
go through with it whether or not a 
security guard gets in their way. 

However, security guards could 
help the situation-and take out the 
attacker faster. 

That being said, security guards 
don't follow students to class, so 
by the time they even hear about a 
threat, the act may already be carried 
out and people could be injured. 

With the current security measures 
in our school, it is highly unlikely 
that you will find a student who feels 

Tanning taken too far 
If you think tanning makes you 

one of the "cool kids," maybe you 
should consider what the conse
quences are, which is what Dlinois 
government is doing. 

Although the teenage years are the 
"golden years," tanning may cause 
teens to worry about more than just 
acne, but melanoma, which is a form 
of skin cancer. 

According to the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer 
(IARC), research has shown utan
ning bed use raises the risk of mela
noma of the skin by 75 percent when 
use starts before the age of 30." 

Melanoma accounts for less than 
5 percent of skin cancer cases but 
causes a large majority o skin cancer 
deaths, according to IARC. 

Due to the health concerns aris
ing from young people tanning too 
much, Illinois is considering passing 
legislation banning anyone under the 
age of 17 from being able to tan in 

, tanning salons. 
Currently, the ban is at the age of 

14 but anyone between 14 and 17 

Wildcat Chronicle 
Community High School 
326 Joliet Street 

est Chicago, IL 60185 
'o) 876-6360 

must have parental permission in or
der to tan. 

In Chicago, if tanning salons do 
not follow this possible new law and 
allow minors to use tanning beds, the 
salons can be fined at least $250, ac
cording to the Tribune. 

Raising the age to 17 is a great idea 
because tanning too much can cause 
health issues that the person tanning 
may not consider. 

Even the World Health Organiza
tion (WHO) and the International 
Commission on Non-ionizing Radia
tion Protection "recommend that 
the use of indoor tanning should be 
restricted in anyone under the age of 
18." 

Going to the tanning salon one 
time for an event like prom is not 
bad; it's the people who go tanning 
constantly and have orange skin be
lieving they look good that are doing 
harm to their bodies. 

It's puzzling why people are tan
ning at the age of 14. 

Fourteen year olds should be more 
concerned with school and getting 
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completely safe while at school. 
Who could forget the Newtown 

school shooting in Connecticut? 
A big part of the reason why this 

terrible event happened was because 
of the lack of good security. 

Even though the shooter broke 
through a window to get in, security 
guards could have helped to diminish 
or lessened the severity of the attack. 

When really thinking about it, any 
one student or visitor could just walk 
into school on any day and decide 
to set off a bomb or shoot someone, 
or who knows what other kind of 
violent act. 

Besides the fact that IDs are 
required by every student and staff 
member and visitors must have a 
pass, security guards do not check 
backpacks, bags, and coats that 
people bring into the school. 

Even if security measures begin to 
increase and there is stricter security, 

ready for high school, not whether 
they look tan enough. 

Starting at such an early age can 
cause health concerns ec,vUer in J,ife. 

Some people may not realiZe what 
they have done to themselves until 
it's too late, just like paralegal Donna 
Moricivaiz, of Beach Park, told the 
Chicago Tribune. 

Moncivaiz was a constant tanner 

(:s'ocie!J makes it seem 
like being tan is one of the 
on!J ways to be beautiful; 

II . ' n wett) zts not. 

and two years ago was diagnosed 
with melanoma. 

She also brought her daughter 
along with her to the tanning salon 
putting her in danger as well. 

ui let (my daughter) go (tanning) 
before every dance, before parties on 
the weekends, whenever she wanted 
to go," Moncivaiz said to the Tri
bune. "If I had known what I know 
now, it never would have happened." 

the person who would commit the 
crime might still do it. 

Security didn't stop the offender 
in Newtown, or the shooters in the 
infamous Columbine attack. 

More programs should be put in 
place to teach youth that violence is 
not the answer. 

Health classes should also cover a 
unit on violence and how it can be 
prevented. 

Drills could also be implemented 
and be put to use more. 

The more staff and students that 
know what to do in an emergency 
situation, the fewer lives will be lost. 

There should also be a day of 
school when teachers from every 
class run a seminar to talk about how 
to stop violence. 

Try as security guards might, secu
rity measures are not going to prevent 
violent people from committing the 
acts of crime. 

This is where the problem comes 
from. Parents are teaching their chil
dren their habits without knowing the 
co~cesof ·~ 

As a result otili'lS mother's per
mission to let her daughter tan, her 
daughter faces the early stage of 
melanoma. 

WHO has elevated tanning beds to 
its highest cancer risk category, "car
cinogenic to humans" when tanning 
beds were previously classified as 
"probably carcinogenic to humans." 

Society makes it seem like being 
tan is one of the only ways to be 
beautiful; well, it's not. 

According to the Tribune, "in il
linois, opponents argue that state gov
ernment is going too far in restricting 
a popular activity among teens and 
perhaps pushing them into riskier 
tanning practices." 

We disagree. The state government 
isn't going too far in restricting teens; 
they are looking out for their health. 
Tanning won't seem as important 
when you are battling skin cancer. 

It's good that Illinois is looking out 
for the health of teenagers because it 
doesn't seem that some parents are. 

THE WILDCAT CHRONICLE is the student newspaper at 
Community High School. It is a public forum for freedom of expres
sion and encourages r_eaders to express their vie~s. ~he Chronicle. 
publishes eight timesa year, with the student ~d1tonal ~oa.rd makmg 
the decisions concerning paper's content. Uns1gned ed1tonals repre
sent the views of the majority of the staff. 

LEITERS TO THE EDITOR are welcomed and will be published as space 
allows. Letters must be signed, although staff members r:nay . 
withhold a name upon request. The paper reserves the. nght to ed1t 
letters for grammar and clarity, and may refuse to pubhsh a letter. 
Letters to the editor may bee-mailed to Laura Kuehn at lkuehn@d94. 
org or delivered to room 319 before or after school. 

ADVERTISEMENTS do not represent endorsements of the Wildcat 
Chronicle or Community High School. The Wildcat Chronicle accepts 
advertising, but reserves the right not to print unacceptable adver
tisements. 
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T ese 
students 

enjoY food 
from another 
countrY o~ a 

dailY baslS 

By Yesenia Gonzalez 
Reporter 

April25, 2013 

Not just mythology 

When thinking of Greece, people may think of Greek mythology or Athens but not Greek food. 
Senior Andrea Skipor experiences the Greek culture through ordinary and exotic Greek delicacies. 
"We eat a lot of lamb, chicken, feta, lentils, and potatoes," Skipor said. "Weird things (that we eat are) 

octopus, lamb intestines, and gut sausage." 
Although there are many dishes to choose from, Skipor does have 

her favorites. 
"(My favorite is) grilled octopus, saganaki, or lamb with the lamb 

intestines," Skipor said. "It's all good and hard to pick a favorite." 
Along with enjoying eating the food, Skipor also enjoys helping 

to prepare it. 
"I (have helped) my uncle with the lamb spit ever since I was little. 

We put it in our yard for Greek Easter," Skipor said. "I haven't actu
ally cooked anything because they are all homemade recipes that are 

Spit-roasted lamb too complicated for me." 

Courtesy of Laura Kuehn 

I 

The essenti 
I 
1 By Gluliana LaMantia 
I Center Spread Editor 

I 
I 
I 

Coming from Korean descent, Korean cuisine is an important p 
Although they do not eat a Korean meal every day, kamp's f 

with every meal. 
"Rice and kimchi is the basic combo and has been 

~ ~-----------------. 
I 
I 
I 
,I 
I 
I 
~ ~~----------~~~ 

Ssmabap 
I 
I 

Courtesy of Anna Roskamp 

rice and i," Ros~ 
Roska describes : 

cheese of lin-ea." 
"My fa: "te meal i 

igae' (whi consists ( 
broth, andlavoring to 

Accor · to Roska1 
"All the Asians in th.: 

diet," Rosiamp said. " 
sity to invent, and kimc 
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e tasty and cultural cuisines 

is aninportant part of junior Sam Roskamp's life. 
day, kamp's family eats rice and kimchi, a spicy cabbage, 

basic combo of my eating life. Every dish will have 
· ," Roskamp said. 

oska describes kimchi as "the Starbucks coffee or mac n' 
·se of lrorea." 

y fa 'te meal is this spicy soup called 'soon-doo-boo ch
(whi consists of) pork, beef, seafood, tofu, some fish oil, 

h, andlavoring to make it spicy," Roskamp said. 
ccon:111111 to Roskamp, Korean food is extremely healthy. 

the Asians in that region live past 100 years because of their 
Rosbmp said. "Korean food involves creativity, the neces
invent, and kimchi. You (have to) have kimchi." 

~:radlitiatnal German food includes 
pork, varieties of bread, 

sweet dishes in differ-

*Photos by Ericka Hauptman, Key
uri Parmar, and Giuliana LaMantia. 
*Photos from www.wpclipart. 
com,www. vintageprintable.com, 
www.commons. wikimedia.org. 

*Map from www.mygeo.info. 

Necessary way of life 
By Akeem Asani 
Reporter 

Some students may not know what food from the Philippines tastes like, but senior Carla Dannug con
siders Filipino cuisine a necessity. 

Adobo 

Courtesy of Carla Dannug 

"I can't go a day without meat or rice or I seriously feel off," Dannug 
laughed. 

Typical Filipino ingredients include fish sauce, soy sauce, white rice, 
sugar, and sweet and sour sauce. 

Out of all Filipino dishes, her favorite is known as kare-kare. It consists 
of meat, bok choy (a form of cabbage), green beans, eggplant, and an or
ange sauce. 

Some people consider Filipino dishes strange, but to Dannug, it's a way 
of life. 

"I've eaten fried bugs called al arro, and my parents eat ballot, which is 
a dead baby chicken," Dannug said. "I've gotten used to the strangeness." 
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High school romance 
comes to life for teachers 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Many couples decide to 
get married in a church and 
work in different places but 
that's not the case for the Go
vertsens. 

Music teacher Steve Go
vertseri and Spanish teacher 
Elizabeth Govertsen started 
their relationship in 2005. 

"I started working here in 
2003, and he came in 2004," 
Elizabeth said. "He was pret
ty antisocial his first year of 
teaching and rarely left the 
confines of the band room. 
What am I saying? He's still 
pretty antisocial and rarely 
leaves the band cave." 

ers. When I came here for my 
interview the year before I 
got here that picture that was 
hanging on the wall was her 
picture," Steve said. 

However, one email 
changed the lives of these 
two teachers. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Fantozzi en
couraged me to ask him out. 
Even though they warned me 
that he was kind of dorky," 
Elizabeth said. "I was too 
embarrassed to ask him in 
person, so I sent an email." 

Two years later, the Go
vertsens married in the 
school's auditorium. 

Being married in the au
ditorium is special for the 
couple. 

"I lo~e it. WeGo is very 
special to both of us. Having 
our students there made the 
day even more memorable," 
Elizabeth said. 

Working together is one of 
Elizabeth's favorite aspects of 
their relationship. 

"(We have) students in 
common. We love to psycho
analyze them. We talk about 
school a lot," Elizabeth said. 

This year, about a third of 
Elizabeth's period 5/6 class 
goes directly to Steve's period 
7/8 class. 

Photo courtesy of Steve Govertsen 
After meeting through work, music teacher Steve Govertsen, 
and Spanish teacher Elizabeth Govertsen married in the 
school auditorium. 

The first time Steve saw 
Elizabeth was in a picture 
hanging in the administrative 
office. 

"In the main office by the 
principal's office there's al
ways a picture of new teach-

"Our students were in
tegral to making us get to
gether, so we wanted to make 
sure they could be invited to 
the wedding. The auditorium 
being as old as it is and the 
front of the school looking 
the way it does by entrance F 
worked out really well. It was 
also free." 

"It's fun because we get to 
share the same students so 
we're able to double-team 
those students and give them 
a hard time about some-

ing," Steve said. 
Getting married in the au

ditorium wasn't such a bad 
idea after all. 

'42' knocks it r--- ------- --- -- .. 

out of the park 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

More than just sports fans 
will enjoy the movie "42." 

Since "42" opened in the
aters on April 12, the inovie 
came just in time to honor 
Jackie Robinson, the first 
African American to play in 
baseball's major leagues. 

On April 15, all baseball 
players wore the number 42, 
Robin:son's jersey number, 
hence the name of the movie. 

"42" showed the audience 
a man who just wanted to 
play baseball, but ended up 
making history as the first 
African American player on 
a white baseball team. 

In the movie, a spot opens 
up in the major leagues in 
which owner of the Brook
lyn Dodgers, Branch Rickey 
(Harrison Ford), decides 
to take Robinson from the 
African American baseball 
league to the Montreal Roy
als and then the Dodgers. 

Robinson decides to try out 
for the Royals and undergoes 
the frustration of being the 
only player who isn't white. 

was surrounded by insults, I 
threats, and people either I 
against him or rooting for 
him. I 

Even people who aren't 
baseball fans or sports fans in I 
general will enjoy this power-
ful movie because of its in- I 
sight on segregation and the 
emotional rollercoaster the I 
audience will go on. 

Chadwick Boseman's role I 
as Robinson was well execut-
ed, as he captured the emo- I 
tional intensity and pain that 
Robinson went through to fit I 
in with the baseball teams. 

Aft~r every insult or threat 
made against Robinson, 
Boseman's restraint to fight 
back showed all the torture 

I 

I 
Robinson felt inside. I 

Ford did a phenomenal job 
capturing Rickey's passion I 
for baseball, love for making 
money, and attempt at mak- 1 
ing major leagues not just 
for whites, especially in lines 1 
like, "Dollars aren't black and 
white. They're green." I 

Comedic scenes and witty 
comments keep the audience · 1 
laughing and lightened the 
mood of the movie. 1 

"42" did justice to a heroic 
man that changed not only 1 
the game of baseball but his

Pizza N 
Rt 59 and Arbor 
\Vest Chicago 
630-876-0210 

1010 S. Barrington 
Streamwood 

630-372-2445 

Hawaiian Pizz.a 
Only $6.69 (PJns Tax) 

Readv in 8-10 minutes .. 

w 
1276 .. -.Lake St. 

Aurora 
630-801-2277 

$5.00 Large Pizza!!! 
~t\.ny One-Topping Pizza 

I 

I 

I 

.. ------------------------------· I I For a limited time, show your school 
1 

1 ID and receive a FREE 8 piece order of 
1 : Bread Sticks with the purchase of I 
1 . I 

t __ ~EE~!ElJ!~E~~~~~~~~!~~~~~~L __ J 
Check out ouf new website: 

1 
I 

hungrynowpizzanow .com I Throughout the movie, 
viewers can see the hardships 
Robinson went through as he tory. L-- ----------- -- .. 
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Local bakery serves up sweet treats 
Vanilla Sugar Bakery: 

Chic and modern, this new bakery, located in the heart of Winfield, offers a variety of sweet 
treats. OS050 Winfield Rd., Winfield. 630-480-0316. Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Saturdays. 

Chocolate Cupcake 
$2.75 

Unlike the vanilla cupcake, the choco
late cupcake was perfect. Frosting perfectly 
complemented the moist and light cupcake 
with a much better cupcake to frosting ratio. 
While eating the frosting, the only downside 
is that the taste of sprinkles disappears. Al
though the cupcake seemed overpriced, it 
was worth every penny. 

Vanilla 
Cupcake 

$2.75 
This cupcake left a 

sweet tooth disappoint
v'' ed. With 1 112 inches of 
frosting and 2 inches of cup-

Cookie Sandwich 

cake, the cupcake to frosting ra
tio is unpleasant. The upside was the 
fluffy whipped cream frosting. Overall 
this vanilla cupcake was not worth the 
$2.75 spent. It looked good, but looks 
can be deceiving. $2.50 

Chocolate Chip Cookie 
$2 

This particular chocolate chip cookie is the best of both 

By Darcy Akins and Liz Ramos 
Photos by Liz Ramos 

worlds for crunchy and 
cheWY cookie lovers. The 

outside portion of 
the cookie is a de

licious crunchy 
consistency 
and .when one 
gets to the in
ner portion 
the chocolate 
melts in one's 

mouth. Along 
having 

chocolate chips 
in it, the bottom 

of the cookie also 
has another layer of 

melted chocolate inside. 

, Unfortunately, this 
treat did not live up to 
expectations. While the 
cookies on both ends 
of the frosting were de
cent, the frosting itself 

was just too much. The 
blue frosting and colorful 

sprinkles add some fun and 
charm to the treat. How
ever, there is too much 
frosting to actually enjoy 

the treat. Only real frosting 
lovers would enjoy this treat. 

WhoopiePie 
$3 

This perfect 
chocolate and 
whipped cream 

combina
tion will have 

peoples' mouths 
watering before 

they know it. With 
a firm shell and a 
soft texture on the 

inside, this dele eta
ble treat melts in one's 

mouth perfectly making 
each bite better than the 

last. The whipped cream frost-
ing makes this pie all the better. It's light 

and fluffy with a sweet and sugary taste that goes perfectly with the sweet 
and rich chocolate mix. 

• 
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Looks: a reflection of musical taste 
By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

With a variety of music, 
students see their favorite 
types of music as something 
others can judge them by, but 
also a reflection of who they 
are. 

"I think that people judge 
each other based on the kind 
of music they like because the 
certain genres come with ste
reotypes, as anything does," 
senior Heather Mullins said. 
"Just like the new fashion 
fads, like 'you're wearing a 
colorful scarf, that means 
you're preppy,' and I think 
like any stereotype, people 
judge." 

Students feel each genre 

comes with certain charac
teristics which have been en
grained into society. 

on how they dress and how 
they carry themselves," soph
omore Dennis Wright said. 

However, senior Valerie 
Schroeder feels music prefer
ence does not correlate with 
looks. "If you listen to metal mu

sic you're judged as a metal 
head, or sad music you're 
judged like you're depressed, 
so I can see how people get 

Different genres of music 
come with a stereotypical 
way to dress, causing people 
to make assumptions of what 
others listen to based on their 

"I don't listen to music 
based on stereotypes, I just 
listen to the music that I 
like," Schroeder said. "But 
some people listen to music 
because it's popular and be
cause it's on the radio, and 
some people listen to music 
because of what their parents 
think." 

(:Surrounding music, there} a whole 
culture that goes with it ... JJ 

-Senior Heather Mullins 

clothing. judged for the music they lis
ten to," senior Jake Seeman 
said. 

Looks make it easy to know 
what music people listen to. 

"I think when I look at kids 
I could kind of tell what kind 
of music they listen to based 

"Metal heads are more 
metal core people, like chains 
and black from what I've no
ticed," Seeman said. "Indie 
is more flannels, then there 
are preppy people that wear 
sweater vests." 

Despite the negative con
notation that may come with 
being judged based on mu
sic, students feel the differ
ing music preferences create 
different cultures that people 
fall into, which creates stereo
types. 

Staff Musical Personalities 
Taking into account stereotypes that come with a person's looks, members 

of the Chronicle share how their looks play into their music choices 

Gus MacPherson 

My main love 
of music is heavy 
metal, but what I 
didn't put on my 
playlist is that I 
am also a fan of 
rap, and softer al
ternative music. 
However, my fa

vorite music is still metal. 
Play list: 
"Hand of Blood" by Bullet for my Val

entine 
"Asylum" by Disturbed 
"Fallout" by Crown the Empire 

Ericka Hauptman 

Most people look at me 
and think I listen to rap 
or hip-hop, but my favor
ites are actually country 
and dubstep because they 
pump me up and I can re
late to them. 

Play list: 
"Country Girl (Shake It 

for Me)" by Luke Bryan 
"Eyes on Fire" by Zedds 

Dead 
"Messages" by Dillon 

Francis 

Darcy Akins 

Many people 
are shocked when 
I tell them that 
my favorite genre 
of music is met
al, but I've liked 
metal music, and 
anything under 
that category ever 

since middle school. 
Play list: 
"Second and Sebring" by Of Mice & 

Men 
"Renob, Nevada" by Attack Attack! 
"Vengeance" by Woe Is Me 

Akeem Asani 

I'm really into indie 
rock. Most people don't 
assume I listen to this kind 
of music because I don't 
necessarily dress like the 
"hipster" stereotype, but I 
do enjoy the music. 

Play list: 
"Vacation" by Beach 

Fossils 
"King of the Beach" by 

Wavves 
"Floating Vibes" by 

Surfer Blood 

Wildcat Chronicle 

"Surrounding music there's 
a whole culture that goes 
with it, so you think of goth 
people (listening to) heavy 
metal and really dark stuff, 
and more preppy people like 
happy, 'dancy' music or elec
tronic or pop music," Mullins 
said. 

Finding a musical culture 
helps students to connect. 

"I think (musical pref
erences) help students fit 
into groups and find more 
friends," Wright said. 

How students obtain the 
music they listen to is simply 
by what hits home for them. 

"I think people listen to 
music for a lot of different 
reasons," Schroeder said. "I 
just listen to whatever speaks 
to me, sometimes it's music 
that's on the radio, some
times it's old music, some
times it's rap." 
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Photo by Liz Ramos 
At the game on April 15 against Wheaton Warrenville South, 
sophomore Stephanie Mata dribbles towars the goal. 

Prep for Wildcat 

tournament 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

With regionals corning 
fast, the girls soccer team is 
getting ready for the Wild
cat tournament beginning on 
Monday to test their skills. 

"We are doing well play
ing good soccer but not get
ting the result we would like 
to see," coach Cesar Gomez 
said. 

Throughout the season, 
shooting has been a weakness 
for the team. 

"If we could just place 
goals in the back of the net, 
we could be at the top of the 
DVC. Our strength is possess
ing. We can possess the ball 
up and down the field like it's 
our job," senior Lauren Ott 
said. 

With a positive attitude, 
the girls plan to do well in the 
tournament. 

"We always want to be 
first place, and winning first 
in both of our tournaments 
would be amazing and prob
ably never been done before," 
junior Shelly Molskow said. 
"But we just want to focus on 
one game at a time." 

Having aheady played 
some of the teams in past sea
sons, the team knows what is 
coming in the tournament. 

"We've already played 
(Glenbard North) earlier this 
season, so we already know 
how they play," Molskow 
said. "The rest of the teams 
are good competition, but 
nothing we can't handle." 

Some girls don't believe 
they will struggle during the 
tournament. 

"I don't think there will be 
any challenge. (We're) just 
keeping our heads together 
and in the game," senior 

Shanda Maldonado said. 
In order to prepare, the 

girls are working hard during 
practice. 

"We're practicing hard and 
training hard. Our warm-ups 
are extremely important to us 
too, so as long as we take it 
all seriously we will get our 
wins," Ott said. 

Winning games is also crit
ical for the team. 

"It is always important to 
do well on any tournament 
especially now that we are 
getting to the end of the sea
son," Gomez said. 

To be successful, the team 
needs to stick to "their game." 

"I think we will do really 
well. We have a really tal
ented team and if we keep 
playing our game we will do 
great," freshman Karen Ibar
ra said. "Our game is to pos
ses the ball and to move, so if 
we keep playing like that I'm 
sure we will win." 

Since the tournament is 
right before regionals begin, 
the games are crucial to pre
pare the team for regionals. 

"We get more playing time 
where we can put our skills to 
play," Maldonado said. 

With the team's potential 
to do well in regionals, the 
team will stop at nothing to 
make this season successful. 

"I believe that this year is 
our year. We will prepare, 
keep pushing a.nd keep play
ing hard so we can get the 
results we want," Ibarra said. 

The team is currently 0-4 in 
the DVC. 

"DVC is always the tough
est. We are 0-4, but played 
three of the four games very 
well, including the one vs. 
Naperville North, where we 
played them for 65 scoreless 
minutes," Gomez said. 

, ~acessai'lly show ,how .me 
team has been doing. " 

"Looking at our Wins 
and losses doesn't show the 
iipprovement we are mak
ing,', dosbeth said .. "We·are · 

· ung. team and will qon· 
e to wotk andJtri~~ 

~ ~ tAe, older ~' 
ugb'a. young·softball the team is considetedyou.ng 

team WUJ bel1eneficlal in the be<:ause they have. not had 
long~run, .as of now the girls much experience on var$i,ty. 
need mQt'e e~ience and AI the girls have been plj:ty. 
commuhication. ing for a long time though. 

"W9Pesses. are that· the "qts{'We -have all· been·· playing 
young~'" q>tayers don!t have · . all 'for many; years. out 
as mocij experience but the Iftchers are ::;ophomores ~ut 
streng!ll we have is that they that just means our Vit(Sity. 
have a' lot of time to learn team w,i1l have great pi.tcl).ers 
and growt senior Aman- fot another two ~,'· Sta.-
da &>sbeth said. ton said. · @ 

W'tdt over 10 games left in ·!' major struggle is lade of 
the se~()n1 ~e team· is opij.· · · ·on. 
misticabootgrowing, ,, e'atl need to~· 

"Oui co&ch says we have l•JmoW we will @. 
growing pains but we have pll~h this goalt StatQn ~l 
many lllOle games to come," Coac}j Kim Wallner agrees 
-.uu• w .:J\4\vu .-..u. tltat communication has b,eett J·n .. .,..U'W'' . .·J:.·tt ~ ... ..__ *"'~~ 

The p' record J .. 7 and a $'Uggle. 
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ung and cOnumibications, 
two things that take time to 
develop and .feel confident 
aboutt Wallner sajd. 

The challenge of continu
ous communication is seen 
most during~~·. 

.. It is .. hard t()"P\fefCQfl).e 
the natural. ~ that 
the team has. We ate work~ 
ing to ·talk more . and .be 
loudet during the• .. ~," 
Gosbeth said. 

At practice the .girls have 
made it an obligation to t:aJk 
to each other a lt:i more to 
prepare for game. "' · · 

"In games. we -don•t: at· 
ways call the ball or say 
where to throw or where:t))e 
runners are/' OOstleth. saifl 

Double ~.Jave~ 
<a sttuggle for · · ·· · .· .. ·. , , · 

"Wejusthtye .. ·· ..... ·... :.i,..' 
and.ready·f()~~~ 
the whole sec6tld,~. We 
lose our ¢XcltemeJ~tand stop 
talkin&. · but we have been 
. wodQng on that~ Gosbeth 
said. 

S mal~ injured but mighiJ 
Team pushes through injuries, onhowtodobetteratDVC. 

"We are all working on 

accepts size, heads to DVC perfecting our forms and 
techniques in each of our 

By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

And Akeem Asani 
Reporter 

Although the girls track 
team is smaller in size and 
has been pushing through in
juries, it has not stunted them 
or their plans for DVC. 

Many girls were affected 
with small injuries such as 
shin splints and pulled mus
cles, but some had more seri
ous injuries. 

Senior Carla Dannug was 
out for two weeks due to a 
slight stress fracture on her 
foot while junior Liz Carrillo 
had a tear in her quad muscle. 

"We're both good and 
healthy now. We're just try
ing to prepare for sectionals 
and DVC," said Dannug. 

Even though there have 
been injuries, new freshmen 
have helped the team out. 

"A lot of new freshmen 
are coming into the picture, 
which is great because we 
need all the girls we can get," 
senior Quinn Ellis said. 

Even though the team is 
smaller, the team is still set to 
do their best. 

"We are a small team. We 
have lots of talent and have 
set lots of personal best," se
nior Erika Macias said. 

Throughout the season the 
girls have been able to fill up 
a line-up with the size of their 
team. 

"The line-up has never re-

ally been a problem. The girls personal events," Ellis said. 
are very flexible with their "The sprinters are working 
events and always willing to on accelerations and starting 
join a relay in order to help on blocks. Relays are work
the team," Macias said. ing on hand-off's, distance on 

Individual girls have been running their full potential 
preparing for one event for throughout, and jumpers are 
DVC all season. working on techniques to get 

"We always have one event further." 
people focus on and then we The team has potential to 
fill in the gaps if needed. In send some girls to state. 
track the minimum events "I think we may get a cou
you usually run is two," Ma- ple girls to qualify for state," 
cias said. · Macias said. 

Within the girls individual DVC is May 2 at Naper-
events the girls are working ville North. 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
During the meet on April 9, against Wheaton North and Glen
bard East, sophomore Rachel Martin begins to run as fresh
man Kelly Conlon approaches with the baton. 
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Athletes continue their dreams 

Photo by Darcy Akins 
Parents, E1igiu.z arkl Barbara Kruk, watch ' 
senior Yvette Kruk sign to the ISU swimming 
teem. 
Yvette Kruk: 
School: Dlinois State University 
Sport: Swimming 
Event; tOO fr~le, 200 freestyle, 100 
breast stroke, possibly 50 freestyle 

Q: Wbat are you most looking forward 
to? 
A: 'Having a new coach to train me 
and of~~to 

be a better 
experience me off new again 
and hopefully that will. make me get 
faster. 

Photo by Darcy Akins 
Mother Halina Skorupski, encourages senior 
Maya Skorupski while she signs to Bowling 
Green State. · 

Maya Skorupski: 
School: Bowling Green State 
University 
Sport: Swimming 
Position: Backstroker, freestyle 
sprinter 

Q: What drew you to this college? 
A: The facility, pool wise was the 
best. I got along so great with the 
coaches and the team. I just like the 
environment there, and it's a pretty 
campus. 

Morgan Dastych: 
School: University of Wisconsin at 
Parkside 
Sport: Softball 
Position: 2nd base 

Q: How did you choose that school? 
A: I found them when I played softball 
in the summer, I played with a travel 
team. (They) approached me and had 
said that she had liked the way I played 
and thought I was a really good athlete. 

Photo by Giuliana·LaMantia 
Parents, Charlie and Mary Dastych, smile as 
senior Morgan Dastych signs with University of 
Wisconsin 

Nora Palermo: 
School: University of ntinois at 
Springfield 
Sport: Volleyball 

.Position: Outside hitter 

Q: What made you choose this school? 
A: I really like the team, and the coach 
and just how they all work together. 

Q: What is the most exciting aspect 
about going to college for you? 
A: I'm really excited to take my 
volleyball to the next level. 

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 
Senior Julia Caitnamer signs ·with University 
.of St. Franci&1 track and eros• country team 
with parents Thomas Caithamer and Suzanne 
Zaffnou•s support. 
Julia Caithamer: 
School: University of St. Francis at 
Joliet 
Sport: Cross country and track 
Events: Sk, possibly 1 Ok 

Q: What were your feelings while 
signing? 
A: I'm overwhelined~ it hasn't really 
elietetf. It ~bably~'t tftlfil this 
summer-w~ J,.m tmctMg up all m.1 
stuff and leaving. I don't know what to 
feel> it's just good and bittersweet. 

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 
Senior Laura Panacali's family, Robert, Julia, 
and freshman Elizabeth Panacali, observe her 
signing to Beloit College. 

Laura Panicali: 
School: Beloit College 
Sport: Basketball 
Position: Guard/Forward 

Q:What part bf playing (at Beloit) are 
you most looking forward to? 
A: I'm looking forward to the college 
game and camaraderie. I really like 
the coach and players and I am really 
looking forward to continue to play the 
sport I love in college. 
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Focus: improvement, skills of us and two tournaments 
remaining to improve as a 
team." 

With the love of lacrosse in 
common between the boys, 
focusing at practice is not an 
issue. 

By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

Even though winning is 
usually the focus of many 
teams, the lacrosse team is 
focusing on improving their 
level of play, and showing 
other teams the skills they 
have. 

"For me this (season) is 
about having a great time 
and showing the other teams 
in our area the talent that our 
team has this year," senior 
Ben Stibal said. 

With a big win, (8-3), 
against rival team Wheaton 
Academy on April 6, the 
team is making big strides to 
show their progress this sea
son. 

The team is working with 
many new players and re
turning players, making the 
change to playing with each 
other a little harder for the 
team. 

"They are still adjusting to 

each other and learning how Kutilek said. "It has been 
to be cohesive so that they a rough start here in the be
can play as a team rather than ginning of the season but we 
individually," coach Brandon still have a long season ahead "All the kids love this 

Photo by Darcy Akins 
Senior Nick Kobriger attempts to reach in from of competitor Wheaton North at the game on 
April12, to get the ball and score. 

Seeking growth 
for future meets 

"As a team, we plan to ad
vance on our consistency and 
our mentality for the games," 
Ramirez said. 

Drills should also help. 
"We practice every day, 

but I think we could try some 
n.ew drills," Esquivel said. 
"We practice the same thing, 
it helps to a certain point." 

Injury, 
sickness 

By Alexandra Garibay 
Reporter 

With Saturday's tourna
ment behind them, boys ten
nis is looking to improve. 

For their tournament on 
Saturday the team faced eight 
other teams at Willowbrook. 

Senior Sam Rylowicz took 
fourth place while sopho
more Jacob Urban received 
second place. 

"I had to beat the best kid 
in order to get to semi-finals. 
I lost the championship 
though," Urban said. 

Coach Sione Moeaki had 
mixed feelings on the tourna-
ment. 

"For this tournament 
they did okay, could've been 
better," Moeaki said. "It's 
easier for those players who 
are more experienced, have 
played before and that train 
off season." 

The players plan to im
prove for the rest of the sea
son. 

Some skills the team can 
work on include foot move
ment, timing on their shots, 
and their consistency on their 
serves, according to junior 
Xavier Williams. 

"I hope I can still improve 
and be consistent, then I'll 
have a good season overall," 
Williams said. 

Some of the players al
ready have skills the other's 
might not have. 

"I personally plan to im
prove by having faster foot-

work and be more consis
tent," senior Lazaro Ramirez 
said. 

The team also plans to 
progress as a whole. 

"We are going to practice 
really hard. We also look for
ward to seeing development 
in all of our players," junior 
Scott Wiest said. 

Players have a different 
idea on what they can work 
on to get better as ~ team. 

Moeaki is looking at prac
ticing. 

"Practice, practice, and 
practice. When we don't have 
tournaments on Saturday 
mornings we'll also practice," 
Moeaki said. 

Teams current record is 
1-5-1. 

Photo by Alexandra Garibay 
While at practice, junior Gustavo Esquluel attempts to hit the 
ball by doing a backswing. 

prevent 
• wtns 

By Ericka Hauptman 
Reporter 

Slowly the boys volleyball 
team is getting back in the 
game with nine DVC games 
left to play. 

Injuries and sickness have 
caused key players to stay out 
of the game. 

Captain Travis Kuhlman 
has been out with sickness 
and senior Joey Laiter with a 
sprained wrist. 

"It's tough when we don't 
have all of our key players at 
practice. It makes it hard to 
try out new things," senior 
captain Tom Becker said. 

The boys are 8-8 in their 
season but are still searching 
for their first DVC win. 

"We have people sick and 
hurt and it puts a damper on 
trying to get new things done 
because some of our key 
players haven't been there," 
coach Kris Hasty said. 

The team has been off to 
a rough start. Strategy is be
coming the key to winning 
any game. 

"The key is to come out 
strong, stay strong, and fin
ish the job with intensity," 
Hasty said. "We've lost three 
matches with the two very 
close, but we need to finish 
and win those games to win 

15 

sport, so when it comes to 
practice or games they have 
the desire and drive to be 
there and make the most of 
their time," Kutilek said. 

A skill the team would like 
to improve is their focus. 

"The team needs more fo
cus, as our coach would say 
and I would agree with him, 
but if we can get focused, 
we're set (for the season)," ju
nior Jake Pioch said. 

As the season starts to 
shape up, the players are ex
pecting good things from it. 

"I think the season has a 
lot of potential for us as long 
as we keep our focus and en
ergy," Stibal said. 

Taking it a game at a time, 
the team is planning for a 
successful season. 

"As far as our goal is con
cerned, we are focusing on a 
game at a time but ultimately 
we want to be seeded high in 
the B division playoffs and 
compete for a state champi
onship," Kutilek said. 

The next varsity game is on 
Tuesday, against St. Francis 
at home. 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
During warm-up, senior Dan
ny Amaro prepares to spike 
the ball over the net. 

respect." 
For the second half of 

DVC, Hasty plans to work 
on basic skills and get the of
fense together. 

"Getting our mental game 
back on track and working 
on our confidence is some
thing we need to do to get 
ourselves back into the DVC 
hunt," Becker said. 

The next match for the 
team is Tuesday against 
Wheaton North at home at 
6p.m. 
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Dedicated to sports outside school 
L • £ 1 "I'vemadesomereallygoodfriends T ki and vault are her favorite parts of 11 e ong all of different ages," Kubica said. a ng one gymnastics because they are her bet-

Senior Ingrid Garcia has been ter events. 

• • 

1 
act1v1ty 
By Alexandra Garibay 
Reporter 

Being in a sport might only be a 
temporary activity but, for senior In
grid Garcia and junior Donna Kubi
c a , taking part in karate 

classes at the Eagle 
Academy of 

Arts 
has been 
a lifelong 
activity. 

As a child, Ku
bica would occasionally 

Martial 

throw a fit about taking karate, 
but in the end she quit dance lessons 
as a kid to continue karate. 

Kubica takes karate classes three 
to four times a week, and some
times six times a week. 

In January Kubica received 
her second black belt, which 
leads to her having more re
sponsibilities like teaching 
a beginning ranks class ev
ery week. 

Last year Kubica got her 
first black belt in karate. 

In order to get a black belt 
Kubica had to go through a 
year of preparation. This 
includes a question 
exam, intense cardio 
workshop and breaking 
a brick with her hand. 

"It's really fun, and also Donna 
Kubica it's good to learn how to fo-

cus and concentrate on the 
task at hand," Kubica said. 

Taking karate classes for 10 years 
has led Kubica to make new friend
ships. 

w
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oyrkie·anrgs.hard in her karate classes for £or the team "There are so many cool skills you 
can learn on bars so it's fun to play 

Similar to Kubica's experience Gar- around with learning new tricks," 
cia has also been in competitions. By Liz Ramos Kristyn said. 

"I've been in a lot of competitions. Co-Editor in Chief Alyssa enjoys bars as well but floor 
They are so fun and a really good ex- performances are also a favorite. 
perience," Garcia said. From one competition to the next, "Bars is just very fun and challeng-

One of Garcia's goals is to obtain sisters senior Kristyn and junior Alys- ing when learning new skills, and 
her second degree black belt. sa Bossie put all they have into gym- I like floor just because I love tum-

Besides having goals nastics for their team and themselves. bling," Alyssa said. 
Garcia also has "Our parents put our oldest sister in Being on a team is like having 

achievements she's (gymnastics) first and we all kind of another family in which the sisters 
made. Garcia has followed and just started with the pre- are with more than any of their ac
won two ·first school classes when we were all really tual family because of the amount of 
places in a world little," Kristyn said. practice, according to Kristyn. 

competition. Both Kristyn and Alyssa started "It's still important to compete well 
The com- gymnastics at the age of 2, which individually because you move up 

petition 
held 

is helped build their skills. levels or on to higher competitions 
every 

two years. 
In June it 
was held in 
North Caro-

"It's a sport that's harder to jump as a single person but the team is . 
into at an older age. You have still an amazing thing to be apart of 
to learn the basics 

lin a. 
"It was 

amazing and and get a lot of strength 
really excit- before you can become a 
ing," Garcia higher level gymnast," Kristyn 
said. said. 

Out of Each sister has competed 
all the girls in about 100 competitions 
Garcia was through their gymnastic ca
the young- reer winning many awards 
est one to as individuals and as mem
win. bers of Phenom Gymnas-

"1 got tics in Oswego. 
two first "It feels great both ways. 

places and it felt Winning as a team is a great 
amazing. It was . rea 11 y accom-

special and it felt like all that plish- .i:;:===s~;cl 

and we all support 
each other so much/' Kristyn 
said. 

After high school, Kristyn 
will be on the gymnas
tics team at Illinois State 
University. Kristyn also 
received a scholarship 
which she says is a great 
accomplishment. 

"It's always been 
my long term goal to 
be a collegiate gym
nast and it's a great 

hard work paid off," Garcia said. men t Photo 
After high school Garcia still because we all contributed courtesy of 

plans on continuing taking karate. and worked together to be able Kristyn Bossie 
feeling that after 16 years it 
has paid off," Kristyn said. 

"I hope maybe one day I'll be to win," Alyssa said. "Winning, 
able to have my own school," Garcia personally, is an accomplishment 
said. also. I win because I work hard for 

Currently, Garcia is preparing for a it." 
competition in England. For Kristyn, performing on bars 

Alyssa also plans on be
ing a part of a college gymnastics 
team once she graduates. She is cur
rently in the recruiting process and 
hopes to get a full-ride scholarship. 

Not just sport, commitment work on specific things without over
working your horse." 

Horseback riding was a large aspect 
in choosing a college for Wolf, who 
will attend Baylor University in the 

riding since she was 10. 
Hennessey rides and works at Ver

sailles Equestrian in Virgil, IL with 

By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

For seniors Kelsey Wolf and Paige 
Hennessey, horseback riding is not 

just a sport, but a commitment. 
Wolf currently rides at Perfecta 

Farm in Streamwood. 
"I do all the care like tacking up 

and cleaning (the horses)," Wolf said. 
"I volunteer at a therapeutic riding 
program at Kingsway Farm in Win
field called Friends for Therapeutic 

Equine Activities in the summer." 
Wolf spends about 21 hours per 

week during the summer and 18 hours 

per week during the school year. 
"(Horseback riding) has taught me 

dedication and hard work because I 
can't just stop," Wolf said. "Espe
cially if you own a horse, it's a lot of 
time, money, and training spent. You 
have to be committed to it every day." 

Not only is horseback riding time 

consuming, but it takes strength and 
hard work. 

"Training for competitions is de
manding," Wolf said. "You have to 
ride more and be more focused to 

fall. 
Riding has also impacted Hen

who has been horseback 
~~ 

her horse Newt. 
According to Hennessey, she has 

taught Newt different tricks. 
"(My favorite part) is the bond you 

create with the horse," Hennessey 
said. "I have been riding Newt for 
two years now, so I love being able to 
joke around with him like he's a per
son." 

Preparing for competitions takes 
hard work. 

"Usually a week or two before a 
show we will start going over patterns 
we have to ride and jumping," Hen-

nessey said. 
For Hennessey, horseback riding is 

life. 
"There is a quote by an anonymous 

person that says, 'a life without horses 
is like taking a breath without air,'" 
Hennessey said. "For me it is true. 
Sometimes I will spend eight hours at 
the barn working and spending time 

Photo courtesy of Kelsey Wolf with Newt. I can't. imagine my life 
At a competition, senior Kelsey Wolf and her horse Blu jump over the fence. without horses." 
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